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reading.I canrememberwhatbooksI readas a child,andstilltodayI cantell
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youwhattheyareabout.I rememberwhereI waswhenI readthebookandhow
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Abstract
Thisprojectcreatesa producthatteacherscanuseintheclassroomto
helpintroducea Deafor HardofHearingstudentoa mainstreamclass. As I
startedresearchingI discoveredthattherewasarenosimilarproductsandthat
manyteachersarenotawareofdeafnessandtherelatedissues.Inorderto
createa children'sbooktohelpaddressthisgap,I tooka classabouthowto
writechildren'sbooks. For backgroundI researchedwhyDeafandHardof
Hearingstudentsaremainstreamed,as wellas theproblemswithintegrating




























childis ina classroomwithhis/herpeersduringtheday. Thechilddoesnot
needtobe intheclassroomthefullday. Manypeoplehavedifferingviewson
whattheLeastRestrictiveEnvironmentforDeafandHardofHearingchildrenis.
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advocatesbelievethatthisisthemostimportantreasontoplacea childinthe
mainstreamclassroom(Brill,1978).
Increase in Deaf Students'Mainstreaming
Overtheyears,sincePublicLaw94-142,therehasbeenan increasein





















increasingduetootherfactorsas well. PL 94-142is nottheonlyfactor
influencingtheshifttomainstreamingdeafandhardofhearingchildren.There
aremanyotherfactorsthatcontributetothedecisiontomainstreama deafchild











Hambleton,& Houldin,1977).Parentswhoarea partof DeafCultureandthe
Deafcommunityaremoreapttosendtheirchildrento residentialschools
becauseofsocialandleadershipopportunities,andbecauseDeafcultureis
importantat residentialschools. I haveobservedinmyteachingthatDeaf
children,whohaveotherhandicappingconditionsbesidesDeafness,alsotendto












































anyDeafadultsthatareabletoserveas a rolemodelforthechild. Some
advocatesforDeafculturebelievethatthisinhibitsDeafidentity(Foster&
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Emerton,1991).Deafchildrenwhoaremainstreamedshouldhaveaccessto
Deafcultureoutsideof school,andteachersneedtomakesurethattheyarenot








































Deafchildistitled"CanYou HeartheRainbow:The Storyofa DeafBoyNamed


































WhenI startedthisprojectI tooka classabouthowtowriteandpublish
children'sbooks.ThenI outliningeverythingthatI wantedtoaddressinmybook.
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I thenwenttotwohearingchildrenages8 and11. I discussedthetopicswith
themandI hadthemtellmewhattheyunderstoodandwhattheyfound
interesting.I thentookthisinformationandwrotemybook. Afterthefirstdraftof











childrentounderstand.If I weretocompletethisprojectagain,I wouldtestthis
bookwitha realclassearlier.I thinkthatI wouldalsotryto readthebooktomore
Deafstudents.Iwouldalsosignuptotakea classtohelpmewritethebook.
BeforeI submitmybookforpublishing,I planontestingmybookmore. I would
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Appendices
INTRODUCING DEAF CHILDREN THROUGH LITERATURE 21
AppendixA:
Children'sBookTitled"CaitlinandWilliam'sNewSchool"
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"CaitlinandWilliam'sNew School"
CaitlinandWilliamwere nervousand excited.They were going
to a new school.This schoolwas different;this schoolwas for both
hearingand Deaf children. CaitlinandWilliamusedto go to a school
whereeveryoneused Sign Languageto communicateand everyone
was Deaf. Caitlin,William,and their interpreter,Charles,walked
intothe new classroom. Everyones'mouthswere movingand all of
the studentswere ina group. All threewalked intothe room;
everyonestoppedand lookedat them.They all startedtotalk at the
sametime.Charles was signingand tellingthemwhatwas
happening,butitwas a blur. BothCaitlinandWilliamwere a little
frightenedand worriedabouthowtheywould be able to understand
everything.They hopedpeoplewould raisetheirhands in class.
The teacherasked all of the studentsto siton the carpetin front
of her. Caitlinand Williamwere nervous,butCharles toldthemthat
theywould be fine and thathewould sign to themeverythingthatwas
beingsaid.
The teacher,Mrs. Rose, introducedherselfto Caitlinand
William. Mrs. Rose thenstartedto explainwho Charleswas to the
class. "We will have anothernew personin the class from now on.
He is an interpreter."
"Whatis an interpreter?"asked Mary.
"An interpreteris a personwho listensto whatpeopleare
sayingand uses Sign Languageto tella personwho can'thearwhat
is beingsaid.The interpreteralso watcheswhatthe Deaf person is
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signingand speaks so thathearingpeoplecan understandwhat is
beingsaid"
"Whatis Sign Language?"
"Sign Languageis a languagewhereyou don'tspeakto a
person;insteadyou use yourhandsto talk."
"WOW!"
CaitlinandWilliamwere startingto feel morecomfortablewith
the class. Then, Mark noticedsomethingon Caitlin'shead and asked
Mrs. Rose what itwas.
'That is Caitlin'sCochlear Implant.A Cochlear Implantis a
devicethatCaitlinhad surgicallyputin her ear to helpher hear and
understandwhatpeopleare saying,"Mrs. Rose answered.
(Insertpictureof Cochlear Implanthere)
Mark turnedto Caitlin,"Does ithurt?"
"No. Do youwantto feel it?"she signedto Charles and smiled.
As soon as Charles told Markwhatshe said, Marksmiledand
thewhole class walkedover andtouchedthe placewhereCaitlin's
Cochlear Implantwas on the side of herhead.
Then Maryturnedto Williamand asked himwhy he didn'thave
a Cochlear Implant.
"A Cochlear Implantdoes notwork for everyone;Hearingaids
work betterfor me. Not all Deaf peopleare the same,"William
explained.
Williamtook his hearingaid outof his ear and showed itto the
class.
(Insertpictureof Hearingaid here)
--- - ..'. -- ., -----
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The class was very interestedinall threeof the new peoplein
the classroom. The class had manyquestions. One studentwas
afraidto makeWilliamand Caitlinmad,so she talkedto theteacher
beforeshe asked each of herquestions. Mrs. Rose asked both
CaitlinandWilliam if theywould answerthe students'questions.
They were so happythatthe otherstudentswere acceptingthemthat
theyansweredeveryquestion.
Mary asked howtheybecameDeaf.
Caitlinsignedto the class, "Wewere bothbornDeaf, butour
parentscan hear,just likeyourparents."It took a whileto explainbut
Caitlintoldthe class thatmostDeaf childrendo not have Deaf
parents.
MarythoughtthatCaitlinwas smartandwantedto be her
friend.
Then, Mark asked William,"Whydon'tyou or yoursistertalk?"
Williamtoldthe class, "We bothgo to a specialclass every
week to learnhowto talk.Many Deaf peoplecan talkbut it is a hard
thingfor manyto learn."
Caitlinsaid, "UsingAmericanSign Languageis ourway of
talking."
Mary thenasked shyly,"Whydoes yourvoice sound different?"
Caitlinthentoldthe class, I have neverclearlyhearda person's
voice so I haveto trainmyselfto talk."
Then Caitlingot an idea. She askedtheteacher if she could
teach the class howto sign the alphabet. The teachersaid thatitwas
okay butonlyafterlunchand recess. She toldthe class to lineup
and go to lunch. Charles wentwiththe studentsandwas busy
-_.~---- ----- - -- ---- - - --- - - - - - -- -- - --- --- - -
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interpretingthroughall of lunchand recess.The kids didn'tplay
much;theyall sat and continuedto ask questions.
When the studentsreturnedfrom lunch,all of theirdesks were
movedintoa circle.They all sat down quietly.Mrs. Rose toldthe
class thatshe movedthe desks so thateveryonewould be able to
see each othertalking. Caitlinthentaughtthewhole class the
fingerspelledalphabet,even Mrs. Rose. Mrs. Rose promisedthe
class thatCaitlinand Williamcouldteachthema few words a week
so thatthe whole couldtalkto each otherin Sign Language.
BothCaitlinandWilliamhad a wonderfulday. Before itwas
timeto leave,Maryasked Caitlin if she could call heron the phone
sometime.
Caitlinsaid, "I havewhat is calleda TTY. It is a computerthat I
use to typewhat I say."(Insertphotohere) "Mrs. Rose alreadytold
methat I can teachthe class howto use one nextweek."
Marywas veryexitedto learnmore.
When theygot home,theytoldtheirMom and Dad all about
theirday, and said thatthey loveschool. Caitlinhopedthatshe and
Marywould becomebestfriendsand Mark hopedthathe andWilliam
would becomebestfriends. CaitlinandWilliamwere excitedknowing
thattheywere goingto be happyand have manyfriendsat theirnew
school.
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Appendix B:
Teacher Resources
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Teacher Resources






as SignLanguageandinterpreters,TTY, CochlearImplants,hearingaids. Here
aresomegoodresources.
TTY-
http://www.captions.com/ttV.html
Relay-
http://www.fcc.Qov/cQb/dro/trs/contrs.html
ASL-
http://www.aslinfo.com/aboutasl.cfm
SignLanguageAlphabet-
http://where.com/scott.netlasllabc.htmI
Interpreters-
http://www.swsc.orQ/windomsc/SiQn%20LanQuaQe%20Interpreter.htm
Classroom tips-
http://www.ohlone.edu/orQ/dsps/dspsfacultvhandbook/ciassroomtips.html
CochlearImplants-
http://www.zak.co.il/deaf-info/old/ci-faQ.html
HearingAids-
http://www.raisinQdeafkids.orQ/help/tech/hearinQaids/
BookaboutDeafnessIssues-
ForHearingPeopleOnlybyByMatthewS. Moore
andLindaLevitan
DeafLifePress,1993
